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•  9	  key	  ques@ons	  
•  4	  ques@ons	  related	  to	  a	  SWOT	  (Strengths,	  Weaknesses,	  Opportuni@es	  &	  
Threats)	  analysis	  
•  5	  ques@ons	  related	  to	  NSERC	  programs	  

	  
•  Survey	  sent	  to	  51	  departments	  
•  20	  valid	  responses	  received	  from	  English	  &	  French	  ins@tu@ons	  	  (39%)	  

•  52%	  of	  small	  ins@tu@ons	  (<	  15,000	  students)	  
•  25%	  of	  medium	  ins@tu@ons	  (15,000	  –	  30,000	  students)	  
•  31%	  of	  large	  ins@tu@ons	  (>	  30,000	  students)	  
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Established int’l 
stature & impact	  

Strong int’l 
collaborations	  

Well organized 
community	  

Other	  
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Q3:	  What	  are	  the	  dis.nc.ve	  features	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  research	  
that	  give	  it	  an	  advantage	  over	  other	  research	  areas?	  Select	  all	  

responses	  that	  you	  feel	  are	  valid.	  [Strengths]	  

Q3:	  What	  are	  the	  dis@nc@ve	  features	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  research	  that	  
give	  it	  an	  advantage	  over	  other	  research	  areas?	  Select	  all	  responses	  that	  

you	  feel	  are	  valid.	  [Strengths]	  
	  



Very broad scope	  

Lack of critical 
mass & focus	  

Limited growth	  

Lack of roadmap 
for future	  
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Q5:	  What	  are	  the	  dis.nc.ve	  features	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  research	  
that	  place	  it	  at	  a	  disadvantage	  rela.ve	  to	  others?	  Select	  all	  responses	  

that	  you	  feel	  are	  valid.	  [Weaknesses]	  

Other	  

Q5:	  What	  are	  the	  dis@nc@ve	  features	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  research	  that	  
place	  it	  at	  a	  disadvantage	  rela@ve	  to	  others?	  Select	  all	  responses	  that	  

you	  feel	  are	  valid.	  [Weaknesses]	  
	  



More funding for 
basic research	  

More funding 
through industry	  

Establishment of 
national networks	  

Strengthen int’l 
collaborations	  
Strengthen 
multidisciplinary 
collaborations	  
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Q7:	  What	  are	  the	  leading	  opportuni.es	  to	  improve	  the	  interna.onal	  
stature	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  research?	  Select	  all	  responses	  that	  you	  

feel	  are	  valid.	  [Opportuni.es]	  

Other	  

Q7:	  What	  are	  the	  leading	  opportuni@es	  to	  improve	  the	  interna@onal	  
stature	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  research?	  Select	  all	  responses	  that	  you	  feel	  

are	  valid.	  [Opportuni@es]	  
	  



Lack of increase 
in basic research 
funding	  
Lack of sufficient 
funding for 
equipment & 
operation of facilities	  

Lack of funding 
from industry	  

Other	  
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Q9:	  What	  factors	  threaten	  the	  advancement	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  
research?	  Select	  all	  responses	  that	  you	  feel	  are	  valid.	  [Threats]	  

Q9:	  What	  factors	  threaten	  the	  advancement	  of	  Canadian	  physics	  
research?	  Select	  all	  responses	  that	  you	  feel	  are	  valid.	  [Threats]	  

	  



Discovery Grants	  

Research Tools & 
Instrumentation	  

Scholarships & 
Fellowships	  
Research 
Partnerships 
Programs	  

Other	  

Q11:	  Which	  NSERC	  programs	  need	  to	  be	  strengthened	  to	  create	  a	  
successful	  research	  climate	  for	  Canadian	  physics?	  	  
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Q11:	  Which	  NSERC	  programs	  need	  to	  be	  strengthened	  to	  create	  
a	  successful	  research	  climate	  for	  Canadian	  physics?	  	  
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Q13:	  One	  of	  the	  most	  challenging	  tasks	  for	  scien.fic	  
communi.es	  is	  to	  argue	  for	  increasing	  funding	  for	  the	  Discovery	  
Grants	  program.	  What	  are	  the	  most	  effec.ve	  and	  compelling	  

arguments	  to	  put	  forward	  to	  achieve	  this?	  

Route to new 
technologies	  

Excellent training 
for HQP	  

Other	  

Q13:	  One	  of	  the	  most	  challenging	  tasks	  for	  scien@fic	  communi@es	  is	  to	  
argue	  for	  increasing	  funding	  for	  the	  Discovery	  Grants	  program.	  What	  
are	  the	  most	  effec@ve	  and	  compelling	  arguments	  to	  put	  forward	  to	  

achieve	  this?	  



Engage	  

Strategic Project 
Grants	  

Strategic Project 
Networks	  

Collaborative 
R&D Grants	  

Industrial 
Research Chairs	  

Other	  

Q15:	  Which	  of	  the	  NSERC	  Research	  Partnerships	  programs	  have	  you	  
used?	  
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Q15:	  Which	  of	  the	  NSERC	  Research	  Partnerships	  programs	  have	  you	  
used?	  



PGS (Academic)	  

PDF (Academic)	  

USRA (Academic)	  

PGS (Industrial)	  

PDF (Industrial)	  

CREATE	  

Q20:	  Please	  rate	  the	  usefulness	  of	  the	  following	  NSERC	  programs	  to	  
Canadian	  physics	  researchers.	  
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Q20:	  Please	  rate	  the	  usefulness	  of	  the	  following	  NSERC	  programs	  
to	  Canadian	  physics	  researchers.	  

USRA (Industrial)	  

Extremely useful	   Somewhat useful	   Not at all useful	  



CRCs	  

CERCs	  

Banting PDFs	  

Bell Canada 
Graduate 
Scholarships	  
Discovery 
Frontiers Grants	  
Discovery 
Accelerator 
Supplements 	  

Q21:	  	  Please	  rate	  the	  usefulness	  of	  the	  following	  programs	  to	  Canadian	  
physics	  researchers	  
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Q21:	  	  Please	  rate	  the	  usefulness	  of	  the	  following	  programs	  to	  
Canadian	  physics	  researchers	  

Extremely useful	   Somewhat useful	   Not at all useful	  
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Several	  conclusions	  can	  be	  drawn	  from	  these	  results:	  

1)  There	  is	  resounding	  support	  &	  much	  concern	  for	  programs	  that	  support	  
basic	  research	  (DG,	  RTI,	  MRS,	  scholarships	  &	  fellowships)	  

2)  There	  is	  recogni@on	  for	  the	  importance	  of	  strong	  interna@onal	  
collabora@ons	  

3)  There	  is	  low	  par@cipa@on	  in	  research	  partnership	  programs	  
4)  The	  results	  for	  small	  ins@tu@ons	  are	  very	  similar	  to	  the	  overall	  results	  

Analysis	  of	  detailed	  comments	  to	  follow.	  
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